Background: Dentition is an important part of healthcare. Poor oral health can cause pain and impair speaking, chewing and swallowing. Tooth loss impairs chewing efficacy. Chewing with removable dentures is 30-40% less efficient than natural teeth [1] . Dentition is associated with malnutrition in older persons [1] . The Comprehensive Geriatric Assessment tool identifies "dentition" as one of the minor criteria that should be evaluated in older persons [2] .
Background: Dentition is an important part of healthcare. Poor oral health can cause pain and impair speaking, chewing and swallowing. Tooth loss impairs chewing efficacy. Chewing with removable dentures is 30-40% less efficient than natural teeth [1] . Dentition is associated with malnutrition in older persons [1] . The Comprehensive Geriatric Assessment tool identifies "dentition" as one of the minor criteria that should be evaluated in older persons [2] .
The study examined the prevalence of poor dentition in a cohort of older inpatients and assessed whether dentition was identified and documented as a problem on admission. It also looked at whether or not dentition affected nutritional status.
Method: All inpatients on a medicine for the elderly ward were included in the study. These patients had a mouth exam and dentition was scored according to presence of periodontal disease and number of teeth. BMI was also recorded. The admission notes of each patient were reviewed to identify whether dental health was documented and if a dental plan was outlined. The involvement of dietitian was also recorded. Results: Sixty four percent of 29 patients aged 64-97 years had dentures, 22% had evidence of periodontal disease or caries. 'Dentition' was not mentioned on the admission note of any patients assessed. 70% required clinical nutrition involvement, with 47% being either under or overweight. Conclusion: Poor dentition and malnutrition was a common observation in older inpatients. Medical officers should be encouraged to include dentition review and plan as part of an admission note in order to optimise clinical nutrition in older inpatients.
